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Project Introduction and Goals

The main objective of this project is to create a responsive web application for lost and found items on campus. The application will allow both NMU and non-NMU users to report lost and found items around campus as well as view a log of all reported items. NMU users will be validated using their NMU credentials while non-NMU users will be able to create an account with a general email address. The application will be database driven and provide easy ways for users to search and sort through reported items. I currently work for the Information Technology department on campus and this was one of the projects that are on their to-do list. In the end the goal would to be to provide Public Safety and the Housing department an accessible and easier way to help students with finding their misplaced items. 
Project Details

The lost and found application will be based on the twitter bootstrap framework to take care of the responsive design. The reasons I chose to do a responsive design is to take care of having to recreate the project in different environments or having to code for a variety of special cases. Also a major component of this project is learning bootstrap and responsive design techniques. All data in regards to the project will be kept in a MySQL database, with PHP being the main element storing and retrieving data. The other learning component to the project will be using JavaScript and specifically the JQuery library. I have used little to none of either language. Ajax will also be used to help with searching and updating pages on the fly.   
Grading Contract


My grading rubric is shown below. My expectation for the project is to reach the 78 points it would take to receive a B. Those point values would come from everything except the last four items I have listed. Any work passed the 78 points would require some more time and effort to learn more about Google maps and what kind of reporting tool would be worth implementing. So to reach an A that would require me to complete two of the four extra options.
	Feature
	Points

	Reporting a lost/found item  


	15

	Display log of lost/found items on homepage 

	5

	Search for an item 


	2

	Sort list of items by date 


	2

	Sort list of items by category 


	2

	Sort list of items by lost or found 


	2

	Authenticate NMU users with NMU credentials 


	10

	Ability to create an account for non NMU users 


	10

	Creates session when logged in 


	2

	Provide logout option 


	5

	Confirmation emails sent when creating an account, submitting an item, notifying an item has been found, or when resetting a non NMU password 


	10

	Ability to reset passwords for non NMU users  


	5

	Display an items specific details/description 


	5

	Admin account privileges (editing items, deleting items) 


	5

	Keep track of users submitted items 


	5

	Ability to contact NMU user if the item submitted is NMU specific (laptop, ID, bike, PEIF pass, etc.) 


	10

	Provide small Google map to show general location of  where item was reported lost/found

	10

	Reporting tool (graphs, charts) items submitted, items 
	10

	Setup system email account and email form for contacting (“contact us”)

	10

	TOTAL
	125


	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	98
	78
	68
	60
	<60


