James A. Garfield: (1831 - 1881)

1. Only President to have a mathematical theorem.

2. Williams College alum
3. Taught @ Hiram College
JAMES A. GARFIELD. 4. Brigadier General in civil war.
. President of the United Statos. 5. Last of 7 Presidents to be born in log cabin.
Boru in Orange Ohio, November 19, 1831, v 6. First to be left handed
I Inaugurated President, March 4. 1881. . . . . . .
Slhot by B J. Guiteau, July 2, 1881 a. at parties, would write simultaneously with both hands in latin &
Died at Long Branch, Sept. 19, 1881, greek
QT CHUR R Co. Syinclab . X v 7. Shot in back when he “turned down an attorney for government job”.
a. Alexander Graham Bell had fashioned electric device to find the
bullet

b. The search for it caused infection, which killed him
v 8. His proof was given 5 years before he died
a. Same year Bell invented the telephone.
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NEW-ENGLAND

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION. ¥ b. Published in New England Journal of Education
Vowell  Boston, Mas, April 1, 1876, Numeris i. Mistakenly (or in jest) given the latin name Pons Asinorum - Bridge
N ' - of Asses

Figure 3. From the title page of the New-England Journal of Education (Vol. 3, No.14, Apri 1, 1876) (image from
Google Books)

PONS ASINORUM.

[In a personal interview with Gen. James A. Garfield, Member of
Congress from Ohio, we were shown'the following demonstration
of the pons arimorum, which he had hit upon in some mathemat-
ical amusements and discussions with other M. C.'s. We do not
remember to have seen it before, and we think it something on
rich the mewbers of otk Rowsescun sake wthows dcincticn of
party.

On the hypothenuse cé of the rightaangled triangle ak, draw the
half-square cbe. From ¢ let fall the perpendicular e, upon the side
ae produced.

The triangles ab and dee are equal; the side ab == d, and the
side ac = de.

The area of the quadrilateral adlv is measured by ts base ad,
wmaltiplied by half the sum of its parallel sides de and ab, or ad X
S ghicn 1o 21

Bt the area of the quadrlateral adée conssts of hal of the
square of b plus the two equal triangles ach and dee; or § +

o sy
abXac. -‘-.'—+.Ax.,=“+“

3 or & 2(ab X ac) == ad”
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